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WHAT  IS  DONE  nm  the  poor. 


*'  Money  was  not  wh.at  he  wanted." 

Old  JIymn,  by  John  Nkwton. 

The  city  of  New  York  pays  a  million  and  a  lialf  of  dollars  annually  for  the 
support  of  its  poor.  More  than  two  hundred  thousand  of  its  resident  and  float- 
ing population  receive  alms  from  public  institutions  of  charity,  in  amounts  vary- 
ing from  a  few  dollars,  or  a  few  pounds  of  bread  or  fuel,  to  an  entire  support 
during  life,  at  the  public  charge.  In  another  view,  it  is  as  if  the  city  supi)orted 
a  standing  army  of  thirty  thousand  paupers,  on  a  fund  of  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. We  illustrate  these  statements  with  the  following  data,  gathered  from  the 
more  prominent  institutions  of  the  city ;  premising  that  the  figures  are  unques- 
tionably far  within  the  actual  average,  and  that  very  inadequate  allowance  is 
made,  where  any  is  attempted,  for  the  rental  of  the  immense  property  devoted  to 
these  purposes. 

iSiippnrted  by jExpend'rcs.i  Assisterf. 


Aims-House  anil  its  Dependencies,  

Commissioners  of  Eiiiisralion  (for  the  city)  

Special  Asylums  and  Hospitals  

Leake  and  Watts'  Orphan  Asylum,  

New  York  "  "   

Colored  "         "       (exclusive  of  City  Pensioners) 

Protestant  Half  "  '*   

tfocieiy  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  

"        "  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,   ... 

Juvenile  Asylum  

Female  Gu;irdian  Society  and  Home  for  the  Friendless  

Magdalen  Female  BeneTolent  Society,  

Five  Points  House  of  Industry,  

"        '*     Mission,  Methodist  Ladies'  H.  M.  Society  

Children's  Aid  .Society  

Home  and  School  of  Industry,  IBth-strcet  

Girls'  Industrial  School,  Avenue  D  

Old  Ladies'  Asvlum  

Society  for  the  Relief  of  Poor  Widows  with  Small  Children 

Lying-in  Asylum  

Sailors'  Snu2  Harbor  (for  ajied  and  infirm)  

Sailors'  Home  (gmiuiWius  board)  

Mariners'  Family  Industrial  Store  and  Asylum  

Marine  Society  

Society  for  the  Relief  of  Destitute  Children  of  Seamen,  

Roman  Catholic  Charitable  Institutions  

Charitable  Associations  of  Resident  Foreifrners  

'250  Churches,  at  only  ^JOO  each,  would  give  


City 
Sl  ue  Tax, 
City  &  State. 
Bequost, 
Subscription, 


State  &.  Sub 
Subscription. 


Requp^t. 


.•^tate  &  Soil 
Sul)Scri|)lion 


$500,000 
-100,000 
150,000 
15,000 
1.5.000 
5,500 
6.000 
30,000 
17,00(1 
20.000 
10,000 
3.000 
13.000 
7.00{) 
4,000 
4.000 
1,800 

y,ooo 

5.000 
2.(M)0 
60.000 
700 
2.500 
4.000 
3.0<H) 
50,000 
•.iO,000 
50.00( 


55.000 
80,000 
3,000 
200 
200 
100 
275 
24,000 
f^OO 
COO 
COO 
100 
2,000 
2,000 
1,000 
500 
350 
175 
1,800 
170 
300 
150 

60 
100 
3,000 
15.000 
90,000 


1,417.5001  211,230 

Making  due  allowance  for  the  floating  population,  we  arc  justified  in  assuming 
that  a  million  of  dollars  are  distributed  annually  in  the  city,  among  a  hundred 
thousand  resident  paupers  and  more  or  less  pauperized  residents,  of  whom  but  a 
small  proportion,  as  will  be  observed,  belong  to  the  classes  who*  are  dependent 
through  natural  infirmity,  and  nearly  all  of  them,  therefore,  are  physically  able, 
by  themselves  or  their  natural  protectors,  to  earn  an  hone.^t  livelihood.  Those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  pauperism  of  the  city,  will  say  that  these  estimates 
are  unnecessarily  guarded  :  but  they  are  startling  enough  as  they  stand. 

Assuredly,  we  pay  enough  !  Manifestly,  want  does  not  exist  in  Ihis  city  lor 
want  of  MONEY.  Who  will  aid  us  to  awaken  pul)lic  attention  to  the  wretched 
system  tlirough  which  we  pour  treasure  like  water  upon  the  ground,  with  sim- 
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ply  a  hideous  result  of  unmitigated  ^vrelchcdness.  beggary,  and  all  but  compul- 
sory vice,  in  all  quarters  ? 

But  pauperism  has  grown  gray  in  unvenerable  age.  and  no  paper  demonstra- 
tion will  overthrow  it.  And  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  take  tlie  municipal  system 
at  once  into  plenipoteniiai  reforming  hand.'^,  as  Count  Rumford  did  in  Bavaria. 
We  can  do  better,  however.  By  voluntary  private  effort  we  can  at  once  demon- 
.strate  the  true  principles  and  perfect  the  application  of  them,  in  such  a  manner 
that  at  no  distant  day  the  present  system  will  give  way  of  itself,  to  a  matured  plan 
of  charitable  operations,  based  upon  Christianity,  and  adapted  to  human  nature. 
The  twenty  million  fund  now  devoted  mainly  to  degrading  pauperism,  will  be  an 
excessive  endowment  for  enlightened  charity.  With  half  of  it,  she  will  provide 
for  the  honorable  support  of  fifty  thousand  persons,  now  supported  directly 
or  indirectly,  wholly  or  in  part,  at  the  sore  cost  of  society,  and  consign  this  whole 
matter  of  enforced  beggary  and  crime  to  a  place  among  the  horrible  traditions  of 
the  past. 


A  VISIT  TO  POUGIIKEEPSIE. 

BY  THE  REV.  L.  M.  PEASE. 

Among  all  the  generous  rcspon.'^cs  drawn  forth  by  tlie  revelation  of  Five  Points 
wretchedness — among  all  the  manifestatiuiis  of  Christian  sympathy  and  goodness 
with  which  my  heart  has  been  strengthened  and  rejoiced  since  I  have  been  a  Five 
Points  Missionary — the  events  of  my  visit  to  the  churches  and  schools  of 
Poughkcepsie,  deserve  particular  acknowledgment.  In  view  of  tlieir  spontaneous 
invitation,  their  affectionate  and  unanimous  welcome,  and  their  rich  bounty 
to  our  poor,  I  feel  that  a  public  expression  of  gratitude  is  the  least  return  I 
should  make  to  these  noble-hearted  Christian  people. 

I  arrived  in  Poughkcepsie  on  Saturday,  May  27th,  and  was  met  at  the  rail- 
road station  by  Mr.  Ch.\rles  Baktlett,  who  brought  me  to  his  liouse^  and  enter- 
tained and  aided  me  throughout,  with  a  cordiality  which  I  know  not  how  to 
acknowledge  in  fit  terms.  In  passing  through  the  village,  I  could  not  but  be 
struck  with  its  bcj^uty,  and  with  the  attention  to  neatness  and  taste  which  prevails 
among  its  dwellings,  from  the  wealthiest  to  the  humblest.  Grai^splats.  foliage, 
shrubs,  and  flowers  delight  the  eye,  wherever  it  turns,  and  lend  character  at  once 
lo  tlie  village  and  its  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Bartlett  i?  principal  of  one  of  the  excellent  academical  schools  with  which 
Poughkcepsie  abounds;  the  Poughkcepsie  Cttllegiatc  Institute.  The  eminence  on 
which  this  institution  is  placed  is  a  beautiful  conical  hill,  overlooking  the  village, 
ind  a  magnificent  prospect  of  field  and  wood,  hill,  dale,  and  mountain,  rising 
around  like  an  amphitheatre,  for  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  in  cver>'  direction — 
in  the  midst  of  which  this  line  village  is  but  one  of  many  gems  that  enliven  the 
wide  prospect — with  the  noble  Hudson  winding  through  the  centre  of  the  whole. 
Of  all  places  I  ever  saw  applied  to  such  a  purpose,  it  seems  the  best  adapted  to 
beautify  and  invigorate  the  nature  of  youth;  and  the  master  of  the  school  seems 
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of  all  men  most  worlhy  of  the  sjiot  and  ihc  profession  he  has  chosen.  In  sldll 
to  manage,  govern  and  instruct,  and  in  the  happy  faculiy  ol"  mnking  everything 
pleasant  around  liim,  I  know  not  where  I  have  seen  his  cnnM.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  this  purs-uit  for  eighteen  years,  winning  a  degree  of  popularity  which 
brings  him  pupils,  not  only  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Slates,  but  from  Mexico, 
Cuba,  and  South  America.  I  was  informed  that  lie  had  lately  been  obliged  to 
reject  some  twenty  to  twenty-five  applicants,  for  want  of  room. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  the  young  gentlemen  of  the  Instiiutc,  numbering  a 
hundred,  were  a.«sembled  in  the  chapel,  and  I  had  the  privilege  of  addressing 
them.  A  manly,  intelligent,  ^Yell-bred,  and  noble  company  of  youth  they 
seemed,  and  did  great  credit  to  the  influences  of  their  beautiful  dwelling-place 
and  their  excellent  preceptor. 

The  way  was  already  prepared  for  me — their  hearts  were  opened,  and  nothing 
remained  to  do  but  to  fill  them  up.  Immediately  they  set  to  work,  and  raised 
among  themselves  and  teachers  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  to  aid  us  in 
giving  labor  to  the  starving,  and  shelter  to  the  houseless,  in  this  great  city  of 
wealth  and  want. 

I  then  went  down  to  the  Sabbath  School  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
talked  to  them.  From  thence  I  went  to  the  vSabbath  School  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  and  talked  to  thent.  I  then  spoke  in  the  Baptist  Church,  for  the 
forenoon :  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  the  afternoon,  and  in  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  in  the  evening — each  time  to  a  full  congregation,  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  question  of  duty  to  the  poor  among  us. 

On  Monday  I  was  taken  by  Mr.  Bartlett,  in  his  carriage,  to  the  Poughkeepsie 
Female  Collegiate  Institute,  Rev.  Dr.  Chs.  M'Lellan,  principal.  Dr.  M'Lellan 
is  a  gentleman  of  about  fifty,  and  a  very  intelligent,  practical,  methodical,  and 
benevolent  individual.  He  has  a  hundred  young  ladies  under  his  care,  who  are 
favored  with  a  beautiful  locality  for  their  studies,  and  a  system  of  govcrnm.ent 
and  in.struction  of  the  best  order.  I  found  the  young  ladies  already  anxious  to 
hear  of  the  subject  which  I  brought  to  their  ears.  In  addressing  this  interesting 
assembly,  while  my  heart  warmed,  as  it  always  does,  with  the  subject,  it  was 
doubly  warmed  by  the  sympathy  and  deep  feeling  which  t  saw  around  me. 
Many  a  tear  of  pity  flowed  at  the  simple  story  of  those  neglected  wrongs  and 
woes,  which  we  witness  daily  around  us,  at  the  Five  Points,  and  some  buried 
their  faces  in  their  hands,  and  wept.  God  grant  they  may  never  again  forget 
the  WTctched  fellow-creatures  whom  He  made  them  to  seek^  to  pity,  and  to  save  ! 
They  showed  that  their  tears  were  honest  tears,  by  drying  them  with  generous 
action,  instead  of  diversion.  From  their  own  pocket  money  they  at  once  contri- 
buted fifty  dollars,  and  then  made  up  a  valuable  box  of  their  own  spare  clothing. 
I  only  wish  the  poor  creatures  who  shall  put  on  those  garments  could  each  enjoy 
a  vision,  in  some  way,  of  the  sweet  compassion  that  prompted  her  who  parted 
with  each  article,  to  clothe  their  shivering  nakedness:  and  that  each  gentle  donor 
could  witness  the  happine.«5s  her  gifts  will  impart.  Surely,  that  glimpse  of  per- 
sonal kindness  would  send  a  warmth  through  the  chilled  veins  which  no  clothing 
or  fire  oon\\\.  yield  :  and  that  glimpse  of  good  done  to  the  perishing,  would  give  a 
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richer  reward  to  tlic  happy  daughters  of  plenty  than  anything  they  have  ever  yet 
enjoyed. 

Our  next  visit  was  to  the  Poughkeep.sie  Female  Academy.  J.  B.  Tooker,  A.  M., 
principal.  Mr.  Tooker  is  a  man  of  grave  and  firm  deportment,  but  actuated  by 
deep  sympathies,  and  a  true,  earnest  spirit,  with  wliich  lie  gave  me  the  best  of 
aid.  His  school,  consisting  of  more  than  a  hundred  young  ladies,  was  a  charm- 
ing sight  to  see.  I  do  not  know  that  I  was  ever  in  a  place  where  kindness  and 
love  seemed  so  much  the  ruling  principle.  A  beautiful  feature  of  discipline, 
which  I  observed,  was  this  : — The  pupils  are  taught  to  welcome  each  new-comer 
as  a  friend  :  and,  forsaking  for  the  moment  their  particular  associates,  to  vie  in 
kind  attentions  to  the  stranger. 

They  were  well  prepared  to  extend  their  sympathies  to  the  suffering  stranger. 
The  outburst  of  feeling  surpassed  everything  I  ever  saw.  I  told  them  the  tale 
once,  but  this  was  not  enough;  it  must  be  told  and  retold;  and  it  seemed  as  if 
their  sympathizing  curiosity  could  never  be  satisfied.  They  constrained  me  to 
remain  in  the  evening,  when  they  gathered  around  me,  and  kept  me  talking  on 
the  same  absorbing  theme,  till  ten  o'clock.  They  contributed  a  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  a  box  of  clothing  worth  eighty  dollars. 

On  Tuesday  I  visited  Mr.  M'Gcorgc's  school,  the  Duchess  County  Academy, 
numbering  about  a  hundred  young  men.  Mr.  ]\J[-Georgc  is  a  Scotchman,  of  about 
fifty,  of  a  dosvnriglit  and  progressive  stamp.  I  had  only  some  twenty  minutes 
to  talk,  but  it  suflficed  to  induce  them  to  raise  twenty-one  dollars  on  the  spot, 
besides  a  valuable  box  of  clothing.  • 

I  then  visited  two  other  schools,  one  for  young  ladies  and  one  for  young  gen- 
tlemen, from  which  I  have  not  heard  as  yet.    On  Tuesday,  I  also  called  on  I\Ir. 

V  .  a  wealthy  and  highly  intelligent  gentleman,  from  whom  I  had  a  very 

kind  reception,  many  expressions  of  hearty  approbation,  and  a  donation  of  fifty 
dollars.  He  was  in  feeble  health,  but  in  expressing  his  views  on  the  question  of 
poverty  in  society,  which  were  just  identical  with  those  upon  which  we  act, 
his  eye  kindled,  and  his  face  lighted  up  with  the  glow  of  mental  vigor  and 
generous  warmth,  until  the  same  man  could  hardly  be  recognized. 

In  every  way  the  visit  was  the  pleasantest  one  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  enjoyed. 
The  same  generous  hospitality  and  interest  was  manifested  uniformly  by  all 
whom  I  met.  One  man  only,  looked  very  blankly  on  us,  in  our  rounds,  and  said 
he  had  stayed  away  from  our  meeting  on  purpose,  because  he  believed  that  it 
was  the  business  of  Poughkeepsie  to  take  care  of  her  own  poor,  and  of  New 
York  to  do  the  same  for  her  own.  Mr.  Bartlett  shook  a  bulky  handful  of  bank- 
notes in  liis  face,  by  way  of  reply,  and  said  that  he  thanked  God  the  rest  of  Pough- 
keepsie did  not  think  as  he  did.  In  the  whole,  before  my  return,  the  amount 
of  donations  handed  me  for  the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry,  was  S437  65. 

Tin:  original  occasion  of  the  decline  of  primitive  chafity,  according  to  a  late 
writer,  was,  that  at  the  period  of  the  Retormation,  the  Church,  for  nearly  a  thou- 
sand years,  had  merely  been  telling  her  people  what  to  do.  The  Hcformation. 
however,  arose  on  questions  of  belief  and  inward  experience,  which  then  natu- 
rally absorbed  altcnlion.  to  the  gradual  ncL'lcct  of  merely  humane  duties. 
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THE  FIVE  POINTS  ANNIVEKSARY. 
Among  all  the  great  occasions  o(  ADiiivcrsaiy  Week  in  New  York,  it  is  an 
encouraging  fact  that  this  humhle  beginning,  in  perhaps  the  most  pressing  and 
important  *'  mission"  of  American  Christianity,  attracted  a  share  of  attention  and 
interest  scarcely  second  to  any  other.  The  Anniversary  was  held  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  the  10th  of  May,  in  the  Broadway  Tabernacle.  The  large  edifice  was 
crowded,  and  many  persons,  being  unable  to  obtain  eligible  seats,  remained  stand- 
ing throughout  the  exercises.  As  was  perfectly  natural,  the  great  majority  of 
those  whose  sympathy  with  lowly  wretchedness  drew  them  to  this  anniversary, 
were  women — 

Those  iutcl:ir>-  fiieiids  of  helpless  mer. 

In  fact,  nine-tenths  of  the  three  thousand  persons  assembled  were  women ;  and 
when  we  state  that  some  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  collected  on  the 
spot  for  the  institution,  in  this  female  congregation,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  the 
spirit  manifested  alTorded  just  cause  of  congratulation  and  encouragement. 

About  two  hundred  of  the  Five  Points  children  were  present,  seated  in  the  rear 
of  the  platform,  facing  the  audience,  and  sang  their  little  songs  and  hymns,  led  by 
Mr.  Curtis. 

The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Doctor  Van  Pelt,  of 
this  city. 

Edward  G.  Bradbury,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees,  then  read  the 
Address  to  th.e  Public,  which  we  have  already  published,  and  Mr.  Pease  pre- 
sented the  Annual  Ptcport.  This  we  have  also  published  in  a  slightly  different 
form,  w^ith  the  exception  of  the  following  statistics  : — 

The  financial  Pieport  of  the  House  at  the  Five  Points  for  the  year  ending  April 
1st.  shows  the  donations  received  to  have  been  Si 2.074  60  :  the  amount  received 
from  sales  of  work,  $6,572  15;  from  rents,  S698  75  :  and  from  board.  Si. 293  25. 
The  expenses,  including  $3,251  95,  paid  to  the  inmates  for  their  work,  have  been 
S2 1.790  32,  causing  a  deficiency  of  $305  64.  The  donations  for  the  Home  in  the 
Country  have  been  S5.092  18.  which  have  been  expended  thereon,  save  $1,430  50. 
which  remain  on  hand. 

Inmates  in  the  Institution,  1st  April,  1853.     -       -       -       -       -  176 

Since  admitted,  898 

Total,  1074 

Of  these.  18  have  been  expelled,  22  have  run  away,  19  have  been  sent  to  the 
hospital,  75  have  returned  to  their  friends,  8  have  died.  597  have  been  sent  to 
situations,  and  335  remain  in  the  Institution.    Total,  1074. 

The  Plev.  Mr.  Wood,  of  tiic  Baptist  church,  then  deliveretl  a  glowing  and 
finished  address,  in  behalf  of  the  outca.sts  of  our  city,  and  of  the  Institution  which 
aims  to  provide  them  a  Christian  home,  with  honorable  support.  He  enlarged 
upon  the  obligation  of  the  Cliristian  Church,  from  the  example  and  commands  of 
the  Redeemer,  to  remove  the  almost  invincible  obstacles  which  debar  thousands  of 
wretched  outcasts  among  us  from  the  possibility  of  piety  or  virtue.    He  sketched 
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a  visit  to  the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry,  in  a  graphic  and  affuctiiii^  manner, 
adding  several  beautiful  incidents  observed  by  himself  or  reported  to  him  by 
others,  and  concluded  with  a  fervent  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  the  audience  in 
behalf  of  the  enterprise. 

The  Rev.  Theodore  S.  Cuyler  appeared  on  the  platform,  according,'  to  notice, 
having  come  from  a  room  which  he  ought  not  to  leave,  as  he  said,  to  announce  in 
person  his  absolute  inability  to  speak,  lest  his  absence,  after  having  been  honored 
by  the  announcement  of  his  name  in  connection  with  this  important  occasion, 
might  be  construed  into  an  indifference,  of  which  he  was  unwilling  to  be  sus- 
pected. Had  it  been  any  other  anniversary  whatever,  he  would  not  have  left  his 
room  to-day.  But  his  heart  was  all — all,  in  this  glorious  cause;  and  feeble  as 
his  voice  might  be,  it  should  not  be  said  that  it  was  wanting  here.  Mr.  Cuyler 
continued  to  speak  with  great  energy  and  eloquence  for  a  few  minutes,  when,  his 
voice  and  strength  being  exhausted,  he  was  compelled  reluctantly  to  retire. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Stowe,  of  Boston,  spoke  with  earnestness  in  behalf  of  the  Insti- 
tution, and  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cleaveland.  of  Northampton,  Mass., 
who  advocated  its  claims  in  an  oif-hand  speech,  replete  with  mingled  humor  and 
feeling,  which  greatly  entertained  and  affected  the  audience.  The  enthusiasm 
of  all  the  speakers,  their  unstinted  expressions  of  confidence,  and  their  high  esti- 
mate of  the  importance  of  the  work,  were  noted  as  remarkable  features  of  the 
occasion. 

Mr.  Pease  then  made  the  concluding  address.  From  its  pointed  appeals  and 
illustrations  we  can  only  give  the  following  imperfect  example  from  memory. 

A  little  incident  which  occurred  last  summer^  at  the  Five  Points,  illustrates  a 
principle  we  wish  to  have  borne  in  mind  (nn  this  occasion ;  and  before  I  sit  down, 
I  believe  I  shall  have  to  tell  it.  One  day.  in  peach  time,  our  little  community, 
which  is  usually  rather  lively — the  juvenile  part  of  it — was  thrown  into  a  state 
of  extraordinary  excitement  by  the  appearance  of  a  lot  of  ripe  peaches,  in  'he 
possession  of  one  of  the  smaller  boys.  His  motlier,  who  lived  outside,  liad  been 
to  pay  the  little  fellow  a  visit,  and  had  brought  him  tliis  rare  treat.  Out  he  shot 
into  the  yard,  with  the  whole  crew  after  him.  and  Johnny  was  the  best  fellow  in 
all  the  world,  by  the  clamorous  vote  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  boys  of  all  sizes. 
I  stole  to  a  window,  determined  to  see  what  would  follow.  Johnny  was  a  little 
shaver,  but  he  had  a  big  hear!.  There  he  sat  on  a  work -bench,  a  peach  in  one 
hand  and  the  basket  in  the  other,  while  the  whole  regiment  marched  in  single 
file  before  him,  each  taking  one  bite  and  no  more,  from  the  peach  that  Johnny 
held  up  to  their  mouths.  When  one  peach  was  well  stripped,  another  was 
brought  out,  and  by  the  time  the  whole  company  wore  served.  Johnny  had  one 
bite  left  for  himself,  with  which  he  finished  off  the  performance.  If  there  is  any- 
body here,  prepared  to  beat  that,  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  it  done. 

Well,  it  was  not  long  before  another  little  boy  was  remembered  by  his  mother 
in  the  same  way.  and  another  basket  of  peaches,  wiih  the  recollection  how  they 
had  fared  on  the  former  occasion,  excited  still  wilder  expectation  among  the 
youngsters.  They  Hocked  around,  but  he  dodged  out  from  among  them  ;  and  then 
began  a  race,  that  I'll  defy  anybody  to  describe.  Some  of  you.  who  have  been 
there,  know  what  a  length  of  passages,  what  labyrinths  of  stairs,  and  what  a 
multitude  of  short  corners  the  old  block  of  houses  we  occupy,  aflbrds.  Well, 
through  them  all  this  disinterested  crew  raced,  headed  by  the  boy  wiih  the 
peaches — u})  and  down,  in  and  out,  right  and  lelt,  as  if  tjicy  were  every  one  pos- 
sessed— till  at  last  the  game,  by  some  lucky  turn,  eluded  his  pursuers,  and  got 
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into  a  safe  hiding  place,  where  the  peaches  -were  probably  eonsumcd  about  a.s 
quiekly  as  if  all  tlic  mouths  in  the  esiablifc.hnient  had  been  there  to  help. 

Next  day  "  Willy"'  was  missing.  Johnny  came  along,  though,  with  a  great 
quantity  of  solemnity.  ba.«hfulnes.s.  and  rog\ushness  mixed  up  in  his  looks,  sidled 
up  to  me.  and  whispered — '"Willy's  sick!'  -'Willy  sick!  Why,  what's  the 
matter  with  Willy  ?  '  The  corners  of  Johnny's  mouth  twitched,  but  he  didn'f 
laugh — he  only  answered,  "  Willy  ate  up  all  his  pMclies  ."' 

My  fricnd.'=,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  we  very  much  want  a  bite  of  your  peaches. 
down  there  at  the  Five  Points;'  and  we  hope  none  of  you  will  get  sick,  in  body  or 
>ou!,  by  eating  them  all  up  alone. 

The  e.xereises  were  then  closed  witli  the  benediction  by  Mr.  IV.ask.  but  the 
most  of  the  audience  lingered  long  to  hear  the  juvenile  songs,  with  which  the 
time  of  passing  out  was  beguiled. 


TrnnBS  frnm  d)ttr  SnErnul. 

Scenes  in  CoxvUny—IAte,  I>oalh,  and  After  Dca.tli. 

O,  suJfering,  sad  huuiunity  I 
O,  ye  afflicted  ones,  who  lie 
Steeped  to  the  lips  in  misery, — 
Longing  and  yet  alraid  to  die  ; 

At  the  entrance  of  No.  5  Little  Water-street,  Cow-Bay,  front  room,  about  one 
year  since,  there  dwelt,  or  burrowed,  a  family,  consisting  of  Grandfather,  Grand- 
inotlier,  Son,  Daughter,  Grandson,  and  seven  "  cold- victual,"  or  beggar-women, 
one  of  them  blind. 

The  old  folks  once  were  respectable,  and  were  members  of  church.  Rum 

had  debased  them,  and  they  had  fallen,  fallen^  until  they  could  get  no  lower.  1 
had  known  them  for  a  long  time,  and  had  frequently  given  them  the  pledge, 
which  was  soon  broken.  I  had  witnessed  their  rapid  downfall  and  total  destruc- 
tion with  strange  interest :  and  now  they  have  pa.'^sed  away,  I  will  tell  the  sad 
story  of  their  end. 

One  night,  while  the  tent  was  pitched  in  the  little  square,  at  the  Five  Point.-, 
a  ragged  drunken  man  came  staggering  in,  cursing  most  frightfully.  Some  fiend 
had  given  him  a  glass  of  gin,  to  sign  the  pledge.  The  next  Sunday,  as  I  entered 
his  room.  I  found  him  stretched  u}X)n  a  board.  He  was  dead.  His  father,  wife 
and  son  were  lying  upon  the  floor  around  him — drunk.  The  beggar-women  were 
strewn  around  in  the  straw — all  drunk.  The  grandmother  had  died  the  week 
before,  in  a  drunken  fit.  The  rest  of  the  family  were  before  me,  and  oh,  what  a 
horrid  sight  !  Not  one  article  of  furniture  in  the  room,  save  the  board  on  wiiich 
the  dead  man  was  laid,  a  whiskey-bottle,  and  a  black,  filthy,  tin  kettle,  which 
was  used  by  turn  for  making  tea,  boiling  heads  of  sheep,  fish,  and  pigs,  and  ever>' 
other  disgusting  purpose  conceivable.  There  they  lay — one  dead,  and  ten  drunk. 
The  dead-cart  came  round,  the  body  was  tumbled  into  a  rough  pine  box,  and 
when  the  drunken  crew  saw  it  disappear  through  the  dark  doorway,  they  set  up 
a  howling  that  made  the  very  denizens  of  Cow-Bay  shrink  with  terror.  Four 
thieves  took  the  box  on  their  shoulders  to  the  dead-cart,  with  curses  and  filthy 
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jeers.  TLcy'tumblcd  the  body  into  the  cart,  ^vhlle  the  brulish  driver  gave  an 
extra  pufF  to  his  little  short  pipe,  and  with  a  crack  of  the  whip  and  a  wild 
•whooi)  he  drove  his  load  rapidly  away  where  all  the  Five  Points  drunkards  go — 
the  Potters  Field. 

The  next  Sabbath  came  around,  and  the  same  wretches  were  there  ;  but  another 
of  their  number  was  dead.  There  lay  the  body  on  the  straw,  with  the  survivors 
stretched  around  it,  in  the  same  plight  as  before,.save  that  in  one  corner  of  the 
room  cowered  the  blind  beggar  woman,  shivering  and  trembling,  sobbing  and 
moaning,  in  accents  of  piercing  grief.  She's  gone  !  She's  gone  !  She — God 
rest  her  soul ! — that  used  to  lead  me  around,  and  speak  kindly  for  me,  while  I 
held  out  my  hand  for  pennies.  Now  what  shall  I  do  ?  All  gonc«iow  !  Not  one 
friend  left.  Father,  mother,  husband,  childher,  and  every  kith  and  kin  gone 
liome — dead.  Ah  !  the  world  is  nothing  to  me  now.  There  lies  one  that  used 
to  love  mc.  She's  silent  now.  I  cannot  hear  her  speak.  She  used  to  sing  to 
me,  but  she  will  not  sing  to  me  any  more.  Her  face  is  cold ;  I  cannot  sec  her, 
but  I  put  my  hand  on  her  eyes,  and  on  her  heart.  Her  eyes  are  shut  and  lier 
heart  is  still — then  I  know  that  she  is  dead.  Oh,  may  the  blessed  Virgin  have 
mercy  on  a  poor  blind  woman,  that's  lost  her  only  friend  !  Och  hone  !  my  heart 
is  broke — I  wish  I  was  dead."  Thus  moaned  the  poor  blind  woman,  while  the 
rest  raised  themselves  from  the  dirty  straw,  and  begged  for  bread — for  bread  and 
fire.    They  were  ready  to  perish  with  hunger  and  cold. 

By-and-bye  the  coroner  came,  and  then  commenced  the  work  of  clearing  up  the 
room.  In  ten  minutes  it  was  cleared ;  the  women  were  pushed  and  kicked  out,  and 
away  they  went,  scrambling  and  crawling,  some  head  foremost  and  some  feet  fore- 
most, as  their  haste  and  infirmities  would  let  them.  All  ready,  the  door  was  shut. 
A  wet  board  was  brought  in,  and  then  commenced  the  'post  mortem  examination.' 
A  few  strokes  of  the  knife,  and  the  rags  which  covered  the  body  were  severed, 
and  the  corse,  in  a  state  of  nature,  was  stretched  upon  the  board,  by  the  open  win- 
dow, so  that  the  hundreds  of  wretches  who  gazed  upon  this  sickening  scene, 
could  see  and  know  how  the  bodies  of  the  Five  Points  drunkards  are  served. 

I  spare  my  readers  the  horrid  details  over  which  this  degraded  throng  gloated, 
and  2rew  if  possible  n»ore  brutalized  as  they  gazed  : — the  ghastly,  disembowelled 
corse,  the  doctor's  bloody  hands  and  glittering  instruments,  can'ing,  sawing, 
butchering,  with  cool,  adroit,  and  rapid  strokes;  and  the  protracted  examination 
of  the  dissevered  parts  which  followed,  until  the  mangled  remains  were  put 
together  again,  sewed  up,  a  filthy  sheet  thrown  over  the  whole — and  then  came 
the  inquest.  The  jury  were  thieves,  drunkards,  and  murderers.  As  the  sun  was 
going  down,  the  poor-house  "  death-cart"  came  rattling  out  of  Cow-Bay.  It  bore 
the  body  of  the  beggar  of  the  Points,"  mourned  only  by  the  feeble,  dying,  blind 
woman. 

Another  Sabbath  came  around  ;  three  more  beggar  women  had  died,  were  cut 
and  inangk'd  in  the  same  way,  and  their  bodies  sent  to  the  Potter's  Field. 

The  old  grandfather,  his  daughter,  the  blind  woman,  and  the  grandson  were 
left ;  the  rest  had  perished,  and  they  were  almost  gone ;  they  were  starving  and 
freezing,  and  their  feeble  wail  was  terrible  to  hear.    We  gave  them  food,  fire, 
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and  clothing,  and  sent  the  okl  man  and  tlic  blind  ^voman  to  the  hcsintal ;  the 
dau£ihtcr  would  not  go. — '"No! — that  she  would  not.  The  doctors  should  not 
cut  her  up.    She  would  sign  the  pledge,  g6  to  church,  and  be  a  good  woman.'' 

Another  Sabbath  came — the  room  was  vacant.  The  daughter  had  died,  and 
was  "beautifully  waked  and  buried,"  as  they  esteemed  it.  with  the  drunken 
orgies  of^thieves  and  harlots. 

Three  weeks  passed,  the  blind  woman  came  out  of  the  iio.spital,  and  one  dark, 
stormy  night  I  heard  a  fearful  howling  from  up  Cow  Bay."  I  pushed  a.sidc  a 
crowd  of  intoxicated  WTctches,  who  surrounded  the  corse  of  some  one  of  their 
number,  and  were  ''waking"  it  :  when  I  discovered  the  dead  body  of  the  poor 
blind  woman,  lying  upon  the  floor,  upon  a  mass  of  filthy  straw,  cold  and  silent 
in  death.  I  had  seen  her  the  night  before,  leaning  against  the  corner  of  the 
'•Gates  of  Hell."  (a  fearful  den  of  iniquity,)  when  she  bade  me  good  bye,  and 
said  she  was  almost  gone.  She  spoke  the  truth  ;  in  less  than  24  hours  her  body 
was  in  Potter's  Field.  The  old  man  still  lives,  and  daily  can  be  'seen,  standing 
on  the  corner  of  Cow-Bay — a  wild,  haggard,  degraded  creature:  while  the  grand- 
son is  cutting  stone  on  Blackwell's  Island.  •  t.  s.  e. 

A  CUaiiji^e  of  Scene. 

For  an  hour's  recreation  after  the  toils  of  the  day,  we  crossed  the  ferry  to  see  • 
little  L. 

That  home  had  always  been  a  happy  one,  but  the  merry  voice  and  ringing 
laugh  of  childhood  added  a  charm  that  nothing  else  could  give.  The  petted  dar- 
ling of  this  abode  of  elegance  and  abundance,  came  to  our  Institution  from  one 
of  the  darkest  of  the  dens  that  abound  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Five  Points. 
Living  among  people  of  color,  by  the  merest  accident  it  was  discovered  that  under 
the  filth  that  covered  it  was  a  skin  of  the  purest  white,  and  a  face,  though  thin 
with  famine,  where  lines  of  beauty  had  been  drawn  by  a  master  pencil,  and  an 
eye  whose  light  could  kindle  the  warm  s>Tnpathies  of  the  human  heart.  It  was 
the  Sabbath,  a  fit  day  on  which  to  rescue  this  young  immortal  from  the  pit  into 
which  she  had  fallen.  She  was  brought  in  rags,  and  she  was  hungry,  for  supper 
and  breakfast  hours  had  passed,  and  her  fast  was  still  unbroken.  Food  was 
brought,  then  water  and  clothes,  and  when  the  kind  gentleman  who  found  her 
sought  his  little  charge  in  the  afternoon,  the  change  was  so  great  that  he  did  not 
recognize  her.  He  came  to  see  her  often,  and  with  each  succeeding  visit  the 
cords  of  affection  wound  more  closely  around  his  heart,  till  she  became  an  inmate 
of  that  lovely  home,  with  the  prospect  of  growing  up  to  honorable  womanliood, 
and  enjoying  an  eternity  of  happiness. 

"  I  can  show  you  where  she  lives,"  said  little  L.,  as  I  expressed  a  wish  to  visit 
another  of  our  little  girls  who  lived  near  by,  "  and  papa  will  go  too."  I  never 
saw  a  happier  man,  as  he  took  the  hand  of  his  little  adopted,  and  walked  before 
us  to  the  elegant  mansion  whore  Lizzie  lives. 

She  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  our  rescued  ones — a  kind  of  first  fruit — therefore 
it  was  with  no  small  interest  that  we  made  our  first  visit  to  her  present  home. 
She  was  brought  to  us  by  two  inmates  of  a  den  of  infamy,  who  snid  she  was  left 
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there  by  licr  mother,  who  had  been  sent  to  BlackwcU's  Island.  The  hearts  of 
these  poor  women  were  not  so  hard  but  that  they  could  feel  it  was  not  a  fitting 
place  for  childhood,  and  obeying  the  impulses  of  their  better  nature,  they  sought 
lor  her  a  more  fitting  shelter.  We  gladly  took  the  lone  little  one,  and  soon  found 
that  she  possessed  a  mind  that  would  amply  repay  any  cultivation  that  migiit  be 
bestowed  upon  it.  Months  passed,  and  the  mother,  having  learned  het  place  of 
abode,  came  to  claim  her  child.  She  looked  intelligent  and  respectable,  and  quite 
unlike  what  we  had  heard  of  her.  She  said  she  had  been  to  the  country,  a 
phrase  which  we  afterward  learned  meant,  with  that  class,  a  few  months  on 
Blackwell's  Island,  and  in  our  simplicity  we  gave  her  the  child,  and  she  went 
away.  But  it  was  not  long  before  intemperance  left  her  destitute,  and  we  wer'.- 
glad  to  receive  Lizzie  again,  having  learned  a  lesson  not  soon  to  be  forgotten. 

After  a  few  months,  a  clergyman  from  the  country  called  and  wanted  a  little 
girl.  This  we  thought  was  a  fine  opening  for  Lizzie,  and  she  was  sent  accord- 
ingly. A  fortunate  Providence  for  Lizzie,  we  trust,  brought  another  little  girl,  a 
relative,  to  live  in  the  family,  and  Lizzie  came  back — but  how  unlike  the  rosy, 
sprightly  child  she  was.  Her  pale  and  dispirited  countenance  told  too  surely  of 
toil  and  privation.  Very  good  people  do  not  always  understand  how  much  child- 
hood needs  recreation,  and  how  unfitted  it  is  to  bear  a  constant  round  of  care, 
even  though  the  toil  is  slight. 

Another  applicant  camc^^  and  Lizzie  went  forth  again  to  seek  a  home  and 
friends.  Fair  as  the  flowers  she  culled  for  us  in  the  gardens  of  her  adopted 
home,  she  is  more  prized  than  they;  and  her  future,  how  diflferent  from  what  it 
would  have  been  had  not  God  interpospd  and,  by  His  Providence,  snatched  her 
from  the  paths  of  the  destroyer.  a.  e.  p. 

A  ''Soiree"  at  iSic  Five  Points. 

Variety — the  spice  of  life"' — is  most  sparingly  sprinkled  in  the  cup  of  tiic 
prisoner,  the  pauper,  and  all  such  as  through  tiieir  own  or  others'  fault  are  con- 
demned to  revolve  as  a  part  of  the  stern  and  dreary  machinery  of  public  charily 
or  discipline.  Indeed,  with  the  exception  of  love,  it  is  perhaps  the  sninllc^st. 
ingredient  of  their  cup  ;  and  the  want  of  it  at  once  marks  and  makes  the  animal 
automatoh — the  corpus  sine  animo — of  which  the  revolting  abject  ncss  so  ]iowcr- 
fully  witnesses  against  the  application  of  prison  regimen,  however  mild,  to  piM-- 
sons  guilty  only  of  misfortune.  Not  so,  where  Christian  pity  gives  the  injpul.-e 
and  guides  the  working  of  charitable  measures,  individual  or  institutional.  If 
the  Five  Points  House  of  Industry  has  a  fault,  there  is  perhaps  more  than  a  plen- 
tiful allowance  of  "spice"  and  vivacity  in  the  informal  proceedings  of  some  of 
its  inmates  in  their  leisure  hours.  We  do  not  say  it  is  a  fault;  but  if  it  be,  it  is 
one  we  love  better,  unfortunately,  than  its  oitposite  stern  virtue.  Malo  errare 
CUM  Pease,  in  such  a  matter !  We  confess  to  a  weakness  in  favor  of  the  uncon- 
fined  shouts  and  laughter  of  a  boisterous  multitude  of  youngsters,  sucli  as  at  any 
sunset  swarm  the  yards  of  the  old  Five  Points  houses  ^tenanted  by  that  heart- 
some,  good-humored,  true  alma  mater,  our  House  of  Ilidustry.  Aye.  let  them 
laugh  and  clamor,  like  madcai)s  every  one  !    God  forbid  that  Christian  ears 
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should  be  pained  by  peals  of  joy — of  innoeciit,  pcaeoJ'ul  joy — ainid.^t  ihe  joyless 
purlieus  of  the  Five  Points  :  unless  a  lull  in  the  deafening  shrillne>s  bclokeiicd 
tliat  some  hand  had  checked  its  all  loo  rare  exuberance  ! 

But  a  little  later,  after  evening  worship,  you  shall  see  these  little  folk  in  a  yet 
pleasantcr  scene.  This  snug  parlor  on  the  second  floor,  No.  2  Little  Water-street, 
may  be  fifteen  feet  square,  and  it  sliall  accommodate,"  for  our  soiree^  about  fifty 
persons.  Not  more,  perhaps,  than  it  was  %vont  to  liold  of  rioting  demons,  male 
and  female,  in  all  the  stifling  filthiness  and  blasphemous  uproar  of  ihcir  lewd  and 
hellish  orgies,  before  a  Christian  hearth  and  altar  were  set,  with  pious  daring, 
on  a  once  accursed  spot,  in  the  midst  of  a  still  accursed  realm.  Crowded  again, 
with  the  same  devotees  and  their  children. — but  all  how  changed  !  The  interior 
of  a  stew,  at  high-tide,  has  perhaps  been  described  often  enough,  and  we  will  not 
here  provoke  the  contrast.  Look  at  them  as  they  are  now.  The  grotesque 
appearance  of  the  motley  throng,  of  all  sizes  and  shades,  but  moi-tly  children, 
settled  on  the  floor,  like  a  swarm  of  bees,  and  hiding  almost  every  inch  of  carpet, 
might  excite  laughter,  did  not  the  inevitable  thought  recur,  with  something  more 
like  grateful  tears  than  levity,  that  these  who  now  sing  the  hallowed  praises  of 
the  Redeemer  in  this  place,  were,  but  for  one  follower  of  that  Redeemer,  the  lost 
souls,  '"damned  before  they  were  born."'  who  here  realized  almost  the  horrors  of 
Pandemonium,  in  the  flesh.  "Well,  the  children,  in  their  picturesque  attitudes, 
in  their  variegated  and  rough-wwn  habiliments,  and  with  earnest,  excited  faces, 
cover  the  floor,  and  zealously  bear  their  part  in  the  sacred  harmony.  There  they 
sit,  more  at  ease  than  on  chairs — which  indeed  the  furniture  of  the  house  cannot 
boast  in  numbers  sufllcient  for  such  a  purpose — and  which,  if  provided,  would 
inhospitably  crowd  out  half  the  performers  themselves.  At  the  melodeon,  a 
young  lady  presides  and  conducts  the  music,  w^ith  skill  and  modesty,  which,  with 
the  rounded  outlines  and  earnest  sweetness  of  her  countenance,  bespeak  a  minis- 
tering angel  brought  by  Providence,  like  many  others,  from  distant  and  far  other 
scenery,  to  breathe  the  gospel  of  peace  and  the  spells  of  love  and  melody  at 
once,  into  the  souls  of  lost  and  outcast  children.  She  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday 
School  of  the  institution,  and  comes  also  at  intervals  for  this  and  like  purposes 
of  kindness,  which  adorn  her  sex  with  the  best  of  all  its  charms.  A  pleasant 
but  not  an  easy  speculation  we  have  found  it,  to  question  countenances,  which 
party  enjoyed  the  greater  pleasure  on  such  occasions. 

On  the  right,  a  slighter  figure  may  be  noticed,  engaged  in  guiding  the  untu- 
tored voices  in  the  words  and  melody  of  the  hymn,  which  she  reads  to  them  verse 
by  verse,  in  the  pauses.  Young  womanhood,  artless,  mild,  and  sweet,  preserves 
its  delicate  charm  unbroken,  in  her  looks  :  and  when  at  ease,  there  is  a  frequent 
playfulness,  like  freshest  girlhood,  which  she  would  fain  put  off,  but  cannot, 
betokening  a  spell  too  entire  to  be  hereafter  broken,  even  by  authority  and  care 
at  the  Five  Points.  Enthusiasm  of  feeling,  earnestness  of  conscience,  all  of 
woman's  pity,  and  all  the  dignity  of  meekness,  worn  with  a  sort  of  dauntless  sim- 
plicity, are  still  other  and  diverse  expressions  of  the  same  pervading,  undying 
quality  :  in  all  of  which,  however,  she  is  well  known  only  to  the  few  always 
about  her.    This  is  the  matron, — save  the  mark  I — if  youth  and  beauty,  shaded 
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yet  not  dimmed  by  sclf-dcvotion  to  missionary  toil,  in  a  deadly  atmosphere  and  in  a 
community  where  no  sex  was  before  found  strong  or  stern  enough  to  venture,  can 
wear  the  name.  We  rejoice  that  a  time  has  come,  when  to  live  at  the  Five 
Points,  as  a  missionary  of  Christ,  is  not  too  quixotic  for  anybody  but  Mr.  and 
3Irs,  Pease,  and  that  capable  and  devoted  substitutes  arc  now  ready  to  relieve 
their  long,  and  dark,  and  weary  watch ;  and  the  gentlest-hearted  of  the  gentle 
sex,  may,  without  deserting  the  care  of  her  adopted  family  of  outcasts,  make  her 
abode,  at  least  for  a  season,  within  reach  of  scenes  of  purity  and  peace. 

Others  are  here,  assisting  or  gazing  on  the  singularly  interesting  scene,  but  vre 
must  close  Dur  sketch,  A  large  variety  of  beautiful  devotional  hymns  will  be 
sung,  with  the  artless  zeal  and  delight  which  invigorate  the  shrill  voices  of  the 
childish  throng,  before  the  early  hour  of  retiring  here  observed,  requires  the 
mutual  entertainment  to  cease 

A  Correction. 

A  FRIEND  writes  us  from  Boundbrook,  N.  J.,  saying,  that  he  is  the  individual 
who  employed  Margaret  Myers,  the  lone  little  emigrant,''  in  that  place.  If 
we  had  not  mislaid  his  letter,  wc  should  publish  it  here  ;  but  in  lieu  of  so  doing, 
we  state,  at  his  request,  that  it  was  not  true  that  he  turned  Margaret  over  to  a 
stranger  in  New  York,  as  might  have  been  inferred  from  her  statement.  He 
placed  her  in  the  care  of  a  kind  friend  of  her  own,  concerning  whoin  he  thinks 
she  had  some  motive  to  '•  keep  shady*' — doubtless  being  unwilling  to  be  sent 
back  to  him.  We  arc  happy  to  relieve  the  first  named  gentleman,  in  this  way, 
from  a  seeming  imputation  to  which  he  is  honorably  sensitive. 


[For  the  Five  PdiiUs  Monthly  Record.] 

"  WILD  MAGGIE." 
Mr.  Editor:  I  have  been  asked  very  often  of  late,  ''What  has  become  of 
Maggie  ?"      Has  she  left  the  Institution  Has  some  over  zealous  f  riend  spi- 

rited her  away  from  Mr.  Pease  ?'*  Will  you  permit  me  to  say.  through  your 
pages,  to  all  those  who  feel  an  interest  in  this  dear  child,  that  she  is  well  and 
liappy — perfectly  contented  in  her  new  home,  in  the  family  of  a  worthy  physician, 
with  whose  children  she  is  attending  school,  in  one  of  the  loveliest,  greenest 
nooks  in  New  England.  The  limpid  waters  of  the  Housatonic  ripple  their  infant 
melody  close  beside  her  door.  The  flowery  fields  and  the  breezy  hill-sides  arc 
invigorating  both  her  mind  and  her  body,  for  the  struggle  of  life's  battle-field, 
upon  which  she  soon  must  enter.  Two  or  three  years  of  close  application  will 
make  her  competent  to  assume  the  duties  of  an  instructress  of  children  in  all  the 
branches  of  an  English  education,  for  which  she  is  peculiarly  fitted  by  her  loving 
spirit,  and  by  her  peculiar  tact  for  winning  their  confidence  and  affection.  I 
received  a  letter  from  her  yesterday,  full  of  hope  for  the  future,  and  the  most 
earnest  gratitude  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  her  in  times  past.  Her  naive 
descriptions  of  what  she  saw  in  her  journey,  of  the  strange  persons  she  met,  and 
the  ludicrous  scenes  in  the  cabin  of  a  night  steamer,  woifld  do  credit  to  the  pen 
of  a  much  older  writer  than  our  little  Maggie.  a.  f.  s. 
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BENEVOLENT  INDUSTRIAL  MOVEMENTS. 

IxsTiTi'TioNS  of  Employment  and  Industrial  Schools/'  for  the  poor,  arc 
iiUTcasini;  with  a  rapidity  which  only  the  evident  wisdom  of  their  principle — 
'  helping  men  to  help  themselves'' — and  their  decisive  and  manifold  Imppy 
results,  are  fitted  to  secure.  Our  first  number  contained  evidence  of  fre.sh  move- 
ment in  the  same  direction  in  England — where  so  much  has  already  been 
attempted  to  improve  the  inhumane  system  under  which  the  helpless  poor  are 
crushed  into  deeper  helplessness  by  the  hand  that  coldly  doles  to  them  the  poi- 
soned bread  of  dependence — in  the  shape  of  inquiry  concerning  the  jicculiar  ope- 
rations of  Mr.  Pease,  in  this  city,  from  philanthropists  whose  example  and  expe- 
rience are  able  to  teach  us  much,  in  respect  to  the  subject  in  general,  as  we  shall 
take  early  occasion  to  show.  We  are  happy  to  observe  that  in  our  own  country, 
iiot  only  are  Industrial ,  Schools  and  Homes  springing  up  in  many  parts  of  New 
York,  Brooklyn,  Boston,  and  other  Eastern  towns,  but  the  Western  cities  are  also 
actively  progressing  in  the  same  beneficent  movement.  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis 
in  particular,  are  places  in  which  much  interest  has  been  awakened,  and  ener- 
getic measures  have  been  commenced.  Several  of  the  flourishing  towns  in  West- 
ern New  York,  as  we  understand,  are  moving  in  the  same  direction.  An  Indus- 
trial Refuge  has  been  opened  since  our  last,  in  Montreal.  In  Newark,  N.  J.,  a 
Children's  Aid  Society  is  in  operation,  and  an  Auxiliary  Association  has  been 
formed  by  the  ladies  of  that  city,  under  the  name  of  the  •'•  Ladies'  Industrial  School 
Union,"  wiih  the  design  to  organize  a  system  of  operations  over  the  whole  city,  by 
districts,  forming  local  societies  in  connection  with  each  school,  which  arc  to  Le 
represented 'in  the  Union.  The  Newark  Aqueduct  Company  have  granted  the 
use  of  a  lot  in  the  best  possible  neighborhood  for  the  purpose,  on  which  to  erect 
an  Industrial  School  edifice.  John  P.  Jackson,  Esq.  has  also  offered  a  lot  for  the 
like  purpo.se.  and  Chs.  Shipman,  Esq.  has  ofifered  S600,  to  aid  in  the  erection  of 
three  similar  edifices  in  places  specified. 

We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  present  more  extended  and  definite  accounts 
of  this  class  of  movements.  Those  interested  would  mutually  benefit  all  these 
enierprises.  by  freely  and  frequently  communicating  to  us,  and  through  us  to  each 
other,  intelligence  of  their  progress.  The  managers  of  the  Girls'  Industrial 
School  established  the  late  spring  in  ^t.  Louis,  propose  to  present  monthly 
reports,  through  the  press;  from  one  of  which  we  copy  the  deeply  interesting 
record  of  a  ease,  the  counterpart  of  hundreds  if  not  thousands,  in  every  great  city, 
and  repeated  with  terrible  frequency  in  New  York. 

'  A  lady  having  noticed  a  pretty  but  forlorn  looking  beggar  child  come  fre- 
quently to  her  house  for  cold  meats,  asked  her,  one  day,  where  she  livcil,  and  who 
were  her  parents  :  but  little  information,  however,  could  be.  gleaned  from  the 
child,  who  trembled  like  a  leaf  when  any  one  particularly  noticed  her.  The  lit- 
tle girl,  however,  came  day  after  day  to  the  lady's  house,  and  having  obtained 
leave  from  the  servants  to  sweep  the  yard,  bring  wood,  and  aid  in  other  little 
ways,  she  preferred  thus  earning  her  cold  bits  at  one  house,  where  she  was  kindly 
treated,  to  begging  from  door  to  door. 
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One  day  little  Peggy;  for  so  the  servants  called  her.  was  missing  1  A  few  days 
elapsed,  and  she  returned  to  her  old  haunts,  thin,  and  altered  to  a  shocking 
decree;  pained  at  her  appearance,  the  kind-hearted  sen-ants  questioned  her  as  to 
her  absence,  and  she  replied,  weeping — 

'Mother  is  dead— she  died  drunk.  Father  is  drunk  all  the  time  ;  and  he  beats 
nie  so  vrith  ropes  !' 

Mrs.  ,  the  lady  of  the  house,  having  become  by  this  time  interested  in  the 

child,  on  hearing  of  her  distress,  called  her  up  stairs.  After  talking  with  the 
trembling  creature,  she  offered  to  take  her  and  clothe  her  for  a  year,  and  the 
child  went  away  happy,  hoping  to  obtain  her  father's  consent  to  her  going  out  to 
service.  She  was  denied,  however,  and  for  months  continued  to  come  to  the 
house,  earning  her  food  by  willing  and  voluntary  labor.  Mrs.  ,  finding  her- 
self obliged  to  leave  home,  wished  to  provide  for  the  child  who  had  so  much 
interested  her.  The  Industrial  School  had  just  been  established,  and  about  fif- 
teen little  scholars  were  gathered  there.  She  called  the  little  beggar  from  the 
yard,  and  said  to  the  shrinking  girl,  •  Peggy,  would  you  like  to  go  to  school  ?' 
Peggy's  eyes  danced. 

'^Yes,  ma'am,  I  would  ;'  but  licr  face  fell  as  she  said,  '  Father  will  not  let  me.' 

'  I  think  he  will,  Peggy,'  said  Mrs   ;  '  is  he  still  cruel  to  you  ?'  The 

child  looked  up;  her  lips  quivered;  her  head  drooped;  and  placing  her  hands 
before  her  face,  she  fairly  bowed  with  her  grief  !  her  tears  streamed  down ;  this 
was  her  only  answer  ;  it  was  enough  !  As  she  stood  there,  so  cold  and  suffering, 
her  little  bare  knees,  showing  through  her  rag  of  a  skirt,  her  blue  eyes  red  with 
crying,  she  seemed  like  one  of  those  miserable  beings  one  sometimes  reads  of, 
and  deems  an  exaggerated  picture  of  poverty.  '  Come  willi  me,  Peggy,  and  I 
will  show  you  the  school,' said  the  lady;  'leave  your  basket  here,  and  run 
on  before,  I  will  show  you  the  way;'  huddling  her  rags  aliout  her,  Peggy  set  off 
in  full  excitement,  now  and  then  turning  a  bright  look  ou  her  friend,  and  show- 
ing a  touching  love  and  confidence  in  her  guide.  She  shivered  as  she  went,  and 
her  little  hands  were  blue  with  the  cold.  They  reached  the  school,  and  Peggy 
was  taken  to  the  room.  The  little  clean  girls  gathered  about  her,  and  some  ladies 
who  were  present  hastened  to  hear  the  history  of  so  wretched  a  little  creature. 

Mrs.  began  to  tell  of  the  girl's  sufferings,  when  she  was  arrested  by  a  sob 

from  the  child,  followed  by  a  quick,  low  cry  of  anguish.  Little  Peggy's  ovcr- 
burthencd  heart  could  stand  no  more:  and  oh  !  such  bitter  tears  as  fell  from  her 
eyes.  Those  around  her  turned  away  in  tears,  and  could  not  speak  for  a  little 
while.  Then  said  one,  'We  must  see  your  father— take  us  to  him.'  The  child 
rapidly  led  the  way  to  a  horrid  den,  (it  has  been  broken  up  since  then,  thank 
God  !)  where  her  father  lived,  and  the  old  white-haired  man  came  down,  almost 
too  drunk  to  know  what  the  ladies  wanted.  After  due  persuasion,  and  promises 
that  he  should  be  fed  as  usual,  he  consented  that  she  might  attend  the  school. 
The  next  morning  Peggy  came  to  her  friend's  house,  and  was  carefully  scoured 
by  a  kind  Irish  girl,  whose  delight  equalled  that  of  the  child,  as  she  cried  out, 

<  Oh,  Mrs.  ,  see  how  pretty  she  is,  and  how  vcnj  white !'    Wrapped  in  a 

warm  blanket,  her  face  lighted  with  smiles,  the  child  looked  beautifully  happy  ; 
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but  when,  drcbsccl  in  new  clothes  and  Ijook  in  hand,  she  started  lor  the  sciiool. 
she  looked  the  pieture  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction.  In  a  few  days  she  broui^ht 
her  sister  to  the  school — a  lovely,  winning  child,  who  took  the  hearts  of  ihose 
who  knew  her  by  her  pleasant  ways,  and  who  loved  and  clung  to  her  dear 
Tcaclier  as  her  best  friend. 

With  this  one  illustration  we  begin,  in  order  to  indicate  our  work,  and  the 
happy  results  which  are  already  springing  from  our  school.  '  The  cup  of  cold 
water'  is  bringing  its  reward,  and  those  whom  Christ  so  love.-? — '  the  little  chil- 
dren'— we  try  to  teach  to  follow  •  in  tha  shadow  of  the  cross,'  and  thus  be  gath- 
ered to  his  arms  one  day.  like  Iambs  to  the  fold  ! 


HOUSES  FOR  THE  POOR. 

[We  extract  the  following  suggestions  from  an  article  in  a  late  number  of  the 
Buffalo  Democracy,  [newspaper]  in  the  hope  to  aid  in  drawing  the  attention  ot 
conscientious  legislators  to  the  important  measure  recommended]. 

"  It  is  entirely  competent  for  the  Legislature  of  this  State  to  enact  law.«:.  Aviiieh 
shall  make  the  tenements  erected  to  be  let  to  the  Poor,  healthful  and  commodious 
residences. 

The  State  should  prescribe  the  healthful  proportions  and  circumstances  of 
dwellings  built  to  rent.  There  is  no  power  of  choice  with  a  poor  family  between 
a  healthful  and  unhealthful  tenement.  They  have  to  take  such  as  they  can  get. 
The  poverty  of  the  poor,  coming  in  aid  of  the  rapacity  of  the  landlord,  creates  one 
of  the  most  merciless  tyrannies,  and  fairplay  and  justice  call  upon  the  Law,  to 
come  in  aid  of  the  oppressed.  But  most  manifestly,  the  highest,  clearest  duty  of 
the  State,  is  the  care  of  the  lives  and  health  of  the  citizens.  It  is  for  this  chiefly 
1hat  the  State  exists.  It  admits  it  too  in  .some  of  its  legislation.  For  it  claps  the 
scoundrel  in  jail  who  sells  tainted  and  unwholesome  meats.  Why  does  it  not 
punish  the  man  who  rents  for  occupation,  dens,  which  inevitably  sap  the 
.strength,  di^ease  the  life,  and  demoralize  the  soul  of  his  brother  man,  whose 
necessities  compel  him  to  put  himself,  his  wife,  and  his  children,  into  a  place 
which,  wretched  as  it  is,  he  has  to  pay  a  higher  rent  for  in  proportion,  than  is 
paid  by  the  wealthy  for  the  most  costly  and  elegant  mansions  ?  The  law  does 
not  wait  for  the  purchaser  of  diseased  meat  to  cat  it,  and  sicken  of  it,  before  it 
pounces  upon  the  seller  to  punish  him.  The  bare  selling  of  it,  and  the  bare 
exposing  of  it  for  sale,  constitute  a  crime.  Why  should  not  the  construction  for 
rent,  of  dwellings  whose  proportions,  relations,  and  circumstances,  inevitably 
devolve  disease  and  misery  upon  the  tenants,  be  likewise  treated  as  a  crime  ? 
There  is  no  reason  why.  A  statute  should  be  passed  at  the  next  session  of  our 
].,e2islature,  prescribing  certain  sanitary  characteristics,  which  at  least,  all  houses 
built  to  rent  should  have.  These  should  provide  for  ventilation,  drainage,  plen- 
tilul  use  of  clean  water,  and  the  isolation  of  families. 

*•  Assuredly  it  is  good  policy  for  the  State  to  take  great  care  of  the  lives,  the 
health,  and  the  morals  of  its  working  citizens.  Mechanics  and  laborers,  the  pro- 
ducers of  wealth,  are  most  precious  property.  The  State  has  nothing  so  valu- 
able. Wc  know  of  no  legislation  that  would  yield  the  commonwealth  so  large  a 
return  of  good,  saving  forever  the  glorious  Maine  Law,  as  a  statute  compelling 
landlords  to  make  the  houses  they  build  for  our  working  men.  healthful  and  com- 
modious residences.  The  Senator  or  the  A.^semblyman.  who  .shall  introduce  and 
earry  through  the  Legislature  this  important  meosure.  will  have  performed  an 
:>ct  of  true  statesmanship,  and  securely  won  the  pubiie  regard.*' 
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'  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  and  Mrs. George  W.  Pearcey  have  entered  upon  the  more  immediate  charge 
of  the  e.stabli.shmcnt  at  the  Five  Point.^,  and  are  exerting  themselves  to  perfect 
the  organization  and  system  of  operations.  Mr.  Pearcey's  experience  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  House  of  Reception  and  town  business  of  the  New  York 
Juvenile  Asylum — an  institution  conducted  in  the  most  systematic  manner — 
qualifies  him  to  afford  important  assistance  in  the  economical  administration  of 
the  House  of  Industry. 

Mr.  Pease  is  now  devoting  much  of  his  time,  seconded  by  the  Trustees  indi- 
vidually, to  the  effort  to  raise  the  building  fund  required.  For  the  bulk  of  this, 
however,  we  must  depend  upon  exertions  in  the  fall. 

The  small  house  on  the  farm,  which  will  accommodate  about  a  hundred  per- 
sons, will  be  occupied  about  the  middle  of  June,  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pease  will 
take  up  their  principal  residence  there,  and  commence  to  remove  the  sick,  feeble 
and  younger  portion  of  the  inmates  of  the  City  House.  Probably  an  occasional 
excursion  to  the  Farm  will  be  given  to  the  whole  number,  allowing  them  to 
enjoy  the  country  air  and  scenery  for  a  week  at  a  time. 

The  country  in  our  neighborhood  is  in  a  beautiful  condition.  Our  planting, 
though  late,  has  been  completed  as  early  as  the  weather  would  permit,  and  the 
young  crops  are  in  a  thrifty  and  promising  condition.  About  twenty-five  acres 
are  under  cultivation,  the  rest  being  for  the  present  devoted  to  grass.  The  crops 
put  in  arc  corn,  rye,  oats,  potatoes,  turnips,  carrots,  and  other  market  vegetables. 
Donations  for  April,  1S54. 


Litile  Cordelia  iCash. 

Howard,  S   6  OOIJ.  W.  Low, 

James  Nui^ent  2.5, Cash, 

Alexander  Morris,     1  00  ri.  McLaughlin 
Mr.Colton.Iiid..       10  00 
tSiibltaih  Collection,  29  76 
A  pentleiiKvn  fn m 

BosKin,  2  00 

A   Well  Wisher, 

tliroui;h  theN.Y. 

("our.  and  Eiiq.  5  00 
A  Frien.l,  1  50 

Kvery  Little  Helps,    1  00 
y.  T.  Skidiiiore.  per 

H'yR.  Remsen,    11  00 
E.  Sawyer,  Worces 

ter.  Mass.,  50 
W.  L.  Ingrahani,  5  00 
Mrs.  Sarah  Crane,  1  GO 
Mr.  Destncr,  Col- 
chester, Conn.,  3  00 
Mrs.  Destner,  1  00 

A  Lady,  2  00 

Cash,  100  00 


4  00 
2  00 
1  00 

2, 

Mrs.  Field".  2  00 

Young  Ladies'  Sew- 
ing Society,  Ter- 
liyville.  Conn.,  per 
.Miss  E.  R.  Miner,  31  00 
l.iitl(-  Cordelia 

Howard,  6  00 

Kdward  Cromwell,  3  00 
W.  S.  Shattiick.  5  00 
Casli.liy  N.S.  Simp- 
son. 1  00 
Sabbath  ColIection:'.,45  8." 
Cash,  J  00 
\V.  S.Shattuck,  5  00 
Cash,  2  O; 
S.  H.  Colt.  1  01 
Cash  50,  Cash  3  00,  .3  .^O 
Uaniel  C.  Allen,  1  00 
P.  White,  Lanes- 
boro,  Pa.,             1  00, 


Rdnjainin  Coe, 

1  00 

Miss  R. 

1  00 

Harford  Sewin/j 

Society,  I'a., 

5  00 

Little  Cordelia 

Howard, 

6  00 

YiiUTij;  Ladies  of 

00 


Miss  F.  L.  Ar- 
nold's School, 
Middlebiirv,  Con., 35  00 
Sabbath  Collection,  22  45 
M.  K.  N.,  per  W.  L 

raiildinp,  4  00 

Rev. ']'.  U.  Lezender,  1  00 
.Mr.  SpielMian,  1  00 

Rev.  Mr.  Davenport,  2  00 
S.  S.  liiickram,  L.  1.  1  00 
Mrs.  Ihichanan,  I  00 
S.  C.  S.,  Harttbrd, 

Wash.  Co.  N.  v.,    1  00 
Mary  n  Pierson,       5  OOlSabbath  Colltclion,  20  00 

Sihis  W.  Brew.ster,  10  00   

J.  Watts  De  Peystcr.So  00       Total,  §049  62 

Sabbath  Colleciions.62  56' 


P.  E.  Williatns,  3  00 
Iv  H.  Bresnold.  I  00 
A  Female  Friend,  2  00 
.lohn  S.  Mann.Cow- 

dersport,  Pa..  2  00 

Kenyon  &  Devc- 

reiix. 
Rev.  H  Haynes, 
Two  Gentlemen, 
Cash, 

I'wo  Friends  at  the 

Concert. 
W.  W.  Cornell,      100  00 
Miss  .lacobs,  5  00 

W.  J.  Bacon,  5  00 

Cash,  .)0 
Lewis  A.  Walker,     5  00 
■'  I  intend  to  be  a 
nionihly  subscri- 


5  00 

]  01} 

5  00 

8  50 


More  Good  News  at  the  Five  Points. — One  of  the  most  noxious  stacks  of 
corruption  and  sin,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is  the  block  in  Anthony-street,  oppo- 
site the  House  of  Industry,  extending  into  a  part  of  Cow-Bay,  and  known  as 
Farlow's  Court.  We  are  most  happy  to  state,  that  this  property  has  been  pur- 
chased by  a  Christian  gentleman,  who,  unlike  others  we  could  name,  is  not  a 
'•steward"'  who  will  lend  "his  Lord's  money*'  for  usury,  to  the  devil  that  trades 
in  blood  and  souls.    More  will  be  heard  of  this  anon. 
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MINISTERS  OF  THE  GOSPEL, 
It  is  hoped,  will  gladly  co-operate  with  us  in  the  effort  to  impart  a  fresh  and 
humane  impulse  to  religious  sentiment,  by  circulating  among  their  people  a  peri- 
odical conducted  with  strict  reference  to  Christianity,  as  the  beginning  and  end 
of  all  human  progress,  and  seeking  onlv  to  lead  the  affections  of  Christ's  follow- 
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